              Harpswell Foundation

             Leadership Residencies

Clara Peron (May - July 2007), a  graduate of McGill University in 2002 and the Kennedy School of  Government of Harvard University in 2008, with a Masters in Public  Policy. Among other things, Clara produced a Khmer cookbook with the dormitory  residents, featuring local cuisines from their  various provinces. 

Robyn Faye Weinstein (October -  November 2007). Robyn graduated from Brown Unversity in  2002 and  is a filmmaker based in New York. Robyn is working on a documentary about the Leadership  Center. 

Anne  Elizabeth Moore (December 2007 – January 2008) based in Chicago, who received a BFA in photography at  the University of Wisconsin in 1992. Anne, a specialist in comic books  as well as photography, is the author of several books challenging  establishment propaganda and methods of publication and marketing. Anne taught the young  women about desk-top publishing, produced small comic books with  them, and another book titled "New Girl  Law."

Kristiana De Leon (May – June 2008), graduated from the  University of British Columbia in 2009, majoring in international relations.  Kristiana taught English classes at the dormitory and leadership  center. 

Christine DePedro (September – October 2008) from New York City. Christine received a BFA in graphic design from the Swain School  of Design and an MA in Asian Pacific Studies from the University of San Francisco. Christine is editing a book of biographies of the young women, including family backgrounds and personal perspectives on life in Cambodia.

Ann Harper Campbell (December 2008) has a B.A. in International studies and Studio Art and also a nursing degree from Binghamton University (SUNY). Ann is the founder of Perspectives International and conducted a full-day workshop with 8 students from Binghamton  University joining the young women of the Harpswell facility.

Yana Morgulis (March - April 2009). Yana is a 2007 graduate of the University of Chicago with a degree in economics and international studies and also of the University of Wisconsin Southeast Asian Studies Summer Institute. Since October 2008, Yana  has been working at the Center for Khmer Studies in Phnom Penh to analyze rural credit markets. Yana has also worked in art education at the David and Alfred Smart Museum of Art in Chicago and gave art history lessons to the young women at the dormitory. With the Harpswell Foundation, Yana, Maggie Doyle (below), and Elyssa Ford (below) initiated and organized a lecture series on women’s leadership at Monument Books, in Phnom Penh.

Margaret Doyle (May – June 2009). Maggie received a Bachelor of Science in the College of Health and Human Services from the University of New Hampshire in 2006. After working as a marketing intern and operations assistant for Live Nation, Maggie spent 6 months teaching English at the Patai Udon Suksa School in Bangkok. She taught English to the young women at the dormitory. 

Elyssa Ford (July – August 2009) received a Bachelor of Arts in International Studies, Summa Cum Laude and Phi Beta Kappa, from Colby College in 2003 and completed her doctorate in history at Arizona State University. Elyssa studied abroad at the School of Oriental and African Studies for a semester in 2001 and has work experience in curating art and historical exhibitions. From October 2008 until June 2009, she was the video oral history project coordinator for the Arizona Jewish Historical Society. Elyssa taught history classes to the Harpwsell women and further gave them assistance in preparing to apply for post graduate study. 

Anna Rogers (September – October 2009) a 2004 graduate of Agnes Scott College with a major in art history and English. Anna has worked as a paralegal in various law firms and also has skills in creative writing. She taught creative writing to our young women and also helped them prepare applications for post graduate study. Anna also created an “E-pal” network, placing each student in e-mail contact with a professional American woman.

Elaine Vukov (October – November 2009) Elaine was most recently Executive Director of International Programs at Hofstra University and, before that, worked with abroad programs at Marymount Manhattan College in New York City. She has tremendous experience in helping students with international programs, and she helped our senior students in their applications for post-graduate scholarships and programs abroad.

Elizabeth Sexton (November 2009) an honors graduate in journalism from Boston University. Liz has been active in the New York City Department of Education. Liz helped our students with English and with applications for scholarships. 

Kanitha Heng (mid December 2009 – mid Febryary 2010. The daughter of two Cambodian parents, Kanitha was born in the U.S. and lived her whole life in the U.S. In 2009, she graduated magna cum laude from Colgate, as an English major with a specialty in creative writing. At Colgate, Kanitha was editor-in-chief of the literary magazine Visions and Voices. She taught our Harpswell students English and creative writing. She also established a relationship between our Harpswell library and JSTOR, the online academic and research resource.

Hanna Kim (February – April 2010) Hanna graduated from SUNY Genesco with a degree in sociology in  2006. Most recently, she worked for African Refuge in Staten Island NY. She taught English and trained English teachers in Mongolia and has written for Peace Corps publications in Mongolia. Hanna taught English and essay writing to our Harpswell students.

Christina Mulligan (February – April 2010) Christina graduated from the State University of New York with a degree in interpersonal/intercultural communication in 1999 and received an MS degree in Global Affairs from Columbia in 2005. Before coming to Harpswell, she was the development director of the New York Asian Women’s Center. She also worked as a speech writer and editor for the Korean Mission to the U.S. At Harpswell, Christina taught English, including one-on-one tudoring with students, led discussions of the Cambodia Daily to develop critical thinking, and instituted weekly yoga classes and American cooking demonstrations. 

Eva Pilipp (April – August 2010) Eva received a masters degree in political science from the University of Vienna

in 2008 and another masters form Danube University in journalism. She has traveled widely and is fluent in German (her native language), English, Italian, French. She has also studied advanced Arabic at Damascus University. She has served as the UN Special Assistant in the public information office in Syria and also coordinated a project on Palestinian refugee camps in the Middle East. At our dormitory, Eva led discussions of national and international events, helped some of our graduating students prepare for travel to the U.S., taught English, and worked on our first conference in the Hall of Great Women.

Debjani Ghosh (May - June 2010) Debjani received her bachelors in economics from the University of Cambridge and her masters in forced migration from University of Oxford in 2006. She has been an advisor to Farmers Direct in Singapore and an advisory services manager to  PricewaterCoopers in Thailand and in Cambodia. In our dormitory, Debjani helped our students with English.

Aura Lehtonen (June – August 2010) Aura is from Finland and received her Masters Degree in gender studies from the London School of Economics and Political Science, University of London. She received her BA degree in Chinese and political science, with first class honors, from the  School of Asian and Oriental Studies, University of London. In England, she has worked withStudent Action for Refugees.

As a Harpswell leadership resident, Aura taught English classes and led discussions of national and international events. She also worked with Eleanor Wertman on a project to get autobiographies from all of our students.

Eleanor Wertman (June – August 2010) Eleanor graduated from Yale University in 2011 with a major in history. She is a past president of the Yale section of STAND (Student Anti-Genocide Coalition) and is a member of the Yale section of AIESEC, the international student association that provides international internships to college students worldwide. As a Harpswell leadership resident, Eleanor gave English lessons, tutored in essay writing, and worked especially in preparing a group of our students for study in the United States during the coming academic year, 2010-2011. She gave a leadership seminar on the qualities that make a leader. Eleanor also worked with Aura Lehtonen on a project to get autobiographies from all of our students.

Darah Tabrum (June – August 2010)  Darah graduated from Agnes Scott College, in Atlanta in 2011. As the first Schmidt Scholar at Agnes Scott, Darah spent a semester studying and working in Nicaragua. More recently, she won a Davis Project for Peace grant to develop a library system at our two dormitories in Phnom Penh. As a leadership resident, Darah has created an electronic catalogue for our books, a system of check-in and check-out, a library website, and finally has purchased several hundred new books, both in English and in Khmer.

Nellie Moore  (July – December 2010) Nellie graduated from Northeastern University in 2011 with a degree in human services and international affairs. She is the recipient of the Presidential Global Scholars Award at Northeastern. Nellie has been a team leader of Jumpstart Boston, which helps prepare children from low-income families for success in school. She has traveled extensively and went to France, Benin, Spain, and Morocco as part of Northeastern’s Dialogue of Civilizations. She also spent a semester in Costa Rica. As a Harpswell leadership resident, Nellie taught English, national and international affairs through our Cambodia Daily sessions, and worked with Eva Pilipp on our first conference in the Hall of Great Women. She also helped get new autobiographies from all of our students, to eventually appear in a book.

Sarah Gieseke  (July – December 2010) Sarah received a BA degree in French from University of Wisconsin – La Crosse in 2003 and an MA in international studies from the University of  Denver in 2007. She has worked in the Office of Refugees, Asylum, and International Operations at the US Citizenship & Immigration Services in Arlington Virginia. At Harpswell, Sarah taught English and led discussions of national and international events through readings in the Cambodia Daily. 

Kristen Paonessa   (September – December 2010) Kristen is a student at Northeastern University, majoring in international affairs. She has worked in the international compliance division of the Environmental Protection Agency in Washington DC. At Harpswell, Kristen taught English, led discussions of national and international events through readings in the Cambodia Daily, and worked with Nellie and Eva on our conference in January 2011, “Women Innovators in Cambodia.”

Erika French-Arnold  (August – November 2010) Erika received a BA degree in literature and journalism from the University of California at Santa Cruz in 2005. She got her MA degree in higher education from Santa Clara University. Before coming to Harpswell, she served as manager of Health Research at Stanford University. At Harpswell, Erika taught English, led discussions of national and international events through readings in the Cambodia Daily, and worked with Nellie on autobiographies of all of our students.

Hayley Nicholls  (November 8 – January 8, 2011)  Hayley, from Australia, has a bachelor of arts from Victoria University Wellington, in New Zealand. She has worked as a project manager, research manager, and education manager at University of New South Wales, Melbourne University, and CPA Australia, all in Australia. She is the Director of Energy Coaching, based in Auckland NZ, which includes life mentoring and leadership training.

DawnMarie Vestevich  (December 2 – January 17, 2011) has a BA in Communication from Michigan State University and an MA in Adult Education from National Louis University. DawnMarie is Director of Corporate Initiatives at Dale Carnegie and is a master at leadership training. At Harpswell she gave a special 6-week leadership training program to our students

Kara Spore  (December 2 – June 1, 2011)  Kara has a BA in Elementary Education from Whitworth College in Spokane Washington and has completed half of a Masters degree in family therapy at Seattle Pacific University. She has had a number of years experience as an elementary school teacher and as a family therapist. Kara also traveled in Thailand and Cambodia before coming to the Harpswell Foundation.

Rebecca Ramsey (January 10 – May 10) Rebecca graduated from Hamilton College with a concentration in creative writing and French. She has worked as a writer and translator for Expanscience Laboratories, d.b.a. Mustela. At Harpswell, Rebecca taught English classes, French classes, and facilitated discussions of articles in the Cambodia Daily.

Lindsay Muscato (January 15 – May 1) Lindsay received a Bachelor of Science in journalism from Northwestern University and a teaching certificate form Dominican University in River Forest IL. She has worked as a teacher for AmeriCorps VISTA in Washington, DC and Teach for America in Chicago; writer and communication specialist for Healthy Schools Campaign in Chicago; and managing director of the Neo-Futurists Theater Company in Chicago. Lindsay taught English classes and facilitated discussions of the Cambodia Daily.

Mira Wiesenthal (May 1 – September 1)   Mira graduated from Wells college with a degree in sociology and a cultural anthropology concentration. In addition to English, Mira speaks Japanese, Khmer (Cambodian), and Spanish. She has studied in Japan and taught English in Thailand. Before coming to Harpswell, Mira spent two years with the Peace Corps, teaching English in Cambodian high schools.

Mai Shintani  (May 17 – July 15)  Mai has a B.A. degree liberal arts and international studies from the Soka University of America and studied Chinese for 6 months at the University of Shanghai. She has a M.A. degree in international relations from Columbia University. Mai has worked with the Peace Corps in China and Gambia.

Esra Yarar  (June 15 – August 24) Esra will receive a BA degree in international relations and political science from Wellesley College in 2012. Before coming to Harpswell, Esra volunteered to work at a center for abused children in Jordan and worked with school children in Panama. She speaks Turkish, Spanish, and Arabic in addition to English.

Yuan (Sunny) Yuan  (July 12 - August 20) will graduate from Agnes Scott College in 2013 with majors in history, economics and mathematics, and a minor in human rights. At ASC, Sunny is president of Asian Women organization. Before coming to Harpswell, she interned at the Alliance Association of Rural Restoration in Pursat, Cambodia. At the Harpswell Foundation, in addition to her teaching, Sunny developed a data base of internships and jobs held by Harpswell students.

Rebecca Eng-Wong  (July 21 – December 22)  Rebecca will receive a degree in cultural anthropology from Northeastern University in 2012. She has traveled to Indonesia for Northeastern’s Global Corps program and also taught English as a second language at Northeastern.
Lara Wagner (August 25 – January 15, 2012)  Lara received a double degree in English and Theater from Goucher College in 2009. She has traveled in Crete. East Anglia, and West Africa. At Goucher, she was international task-force leader of the Goucher Leadership Council. Among other volunteer positions before coming to Harpswell, she has mentored at Stand Up for Kids in Atlanta and Baltimore. 
Luh Putu Kim Biesterfeld ( September 1 – December 22) Kim wil receive a degree in international affairs from Northeastern University in 2013. She attended high school in Hamburg Germany. She has had extensive experience as a volunteer with NGOs in Peru, Bolivia, Indonesia, and Ghana. Kim speaks German, Indonesian, and Spanish in addition to English.

